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Occasionally TV shows
come along that make us
ponder philosophies of
entertainment, and the new
Canadian series Blackstone
fallsintothat category.

Blackstone - which
debuts Tuesday, Jan. 25on
APTN and also Jan. 28on

Showcase - focuses onthe
fictional Blackstone First
Nation, which is in turmoil
due to internal corruption
and nepotism from its chief
and council.

The dramatic tension
emerges asanew
generation of leaders triesto

riseupand create positive
change, and in that respect,
Blackstone comes across as
very political and agenda­
driven. Notably, though,
it does break the long­
standing TV and film trend
of always having Aboriginal
people in perildue to

outside forces.
Apetpeeve of ours

through theyears has
been that sometimes when
Canadian TV shows gofor
"darkdrama" theywind up
with"dourdrama." Without
question, Blackstone can be
prettydepressing at times.

Thatlargely is thepoint,
we realize. Buttherein lies
the issue of how much heavy
reality you wantfor your
entertainment buck.

If you're willing to
"gothere," astheysay,
Blackstone mightbefor you.

- Bill Harris


