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Blackstone Goes to Series 
 

Prairie Dog Film + Television is green lit to produce  
eight one-hour episodes for APTN and Showcase 

 
Inspired by its highly successful TV pilot, 
APTN and Showcase join forces to 
produce eight one-hour episodes of 
Blackstone. The show premieres early 
in 2011 on APTN and Showcase.  
Principle photography begins July 12, 
2010. 
 
Intense, compelling and confrontational, 
Blackstone is an unmuted exploration of 
power and politics on an Indian reserve. 
 
“Blackstone is relevant and relational in 
an Aboriginal story world, with universal 
themes and conflicts”, said Creator Ron 
E. Scott 
 
The series delves into the tumultuous lives of residents on the Blackstone Indian Reserve.  It 
begins with newly appointed Chief Leona Stoney (Carmen Moore) struggling in her new role.  
After losing re-election, corrupt former chief Andy Fraser (Eric Schweig) continues his 
questionable behaviour by attempting to remove incriminating files and orchestrating an alliance 
to replace the new Chief. Gail Stoney (Michelle Thrush) is still in mourning over the tragic death 
of her daughter Natalie (Roseanne Supernault), and ends up in the hospital. Outspoken councilor 
Victor Merasty (Nathaniel Arcand) struggles to have a relationship with his daughter in the city, 
while fighting for what he believes in.  The community of Blackstone becomes divided as police 
are allowed to investigate, then prosecute, in a child abuse case.  Life in the city serves as a 
continuous temptation, as the new generation of reserve leaders fight to create lasting and 
substantial change from within the community. 
 
Blackstone is produced by Prairie Dog Film + Television in association with Aboriginal Peoples 
Television Network, Showcase and Canwest Broadcasting, with the assistance of the 
Government of Alberta, Alberta Media Fund, with the participation of the Canada Media Fund and 
with the assistance of The Canadian Film or Video Production Tax Credit.  
 
For more information, visit www.blackstonetheseries.com  
 

-30- 
About APTN: 
September 1, 2009 marked the 10-year anniversary of the launch of the first national Aboriginal 
television network in the world with programming by, for and about Aboriginal Peoples to share 
with all Canadians and viewers around the world. APTN is available in approximately 10 million 
Canadian households and commercial establishments with cable, direct-to-home satellite (DTH), 
telco-delivered and fixed wireless television service providers. The network launched its high 
definition channel APTNHD in the spring of 2008. APTN does not receive government funding for 
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operations but generates revenue through subscriber fees, advertising sales and strategic 
partnerships. APTN broadcasts programming with 56% offered in English, 16% in French and 
28% in Aboriginal languages. For program schedule or for more information, please contact 
APTN at (204) 947-9331 or toll-free at 1-888-278-8862, or visit the website at www.aptn.ca. 
 
Showcase is a Canwest Broadcasting channel. 
  
About Canwest Broadcasting Canwest Broadcasting operates Global Television and nineteen 
of the country’s most popular specialty channels, including HGTV, Mystery TV, National 
Geographic Channel, Showcase, History Television, Food Network and TVtropolis. Canwest 
Broadcasting is a division of Canwest Media Inc.   
 
About Canwest Media Inc. Canwest Media Inc. is a subsidiary of Canwest Global 
Communications Corp. (www.canwest.com), Canada's largest media company. In addition to 
owning the Global Television Network, operating 19 industry-leading specialty channels and 
having ownership in 5 specialty channels, Canwest is Canada’s largest publisher of English 
language paid daily newspapers and owns and operates more than 80 online properties. 
  
About Canwest Global Communications Corp. Canwest Global Communications Corp. 
(www.canwest.com), (TSX-V: CGS and CGS.A) is Canada’s largest media company. In addition 
to owning the Global Television Network, operating 19 industry-leading specialty channels and 
having ownership in 5 specialty channels, Canwest is Canada’s largest publisher of English 
language paid daily newspapers and owns and operates more than 80 online properties.  
 
 
 

For media inquiries, please contact: 
Jesse Szymanski 

jesse@prairiedog.ca 
Ph: (780) 297-4712 

 
 
 
 


